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Japan Customs Brokers Association
Seisaku Okafuji, President of the JCBA
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Japan Customs Brokers Association (JCBA) is a general
incorporated association established in 1994 for the purpose of
ensuring the safety and security of the public and improving
convenience through international trade, and contributing to the
sound development of import and export trade.

Since then, JCBA has worked energetically on a wide variety of
activities such as researching customs procedure, delivering
capacity development programs to its members, offering opinions to
the governmental agencies, participating in the conference of
international Federation of Customs Brokers Associations (IFCBA)
and being involved in anti-smuggling campaign.

Customs brokers, as a main player of supply chain, take a vital role
in sustaining the trading nation of Japan. At present, there are
approximately 16,000 employees including 8,200 registered
customs specialists throughout the nation who are both engaged in
customs procedures. Customs brokers licensed by Minister of
Finance (the authority is delegated to Director-General of Customs)
make an utmost effort to ensure that customs declarations are
processed in a prompt and proper way although a total of
declarations made by Nippon Automated Cargo and port
Consolidated System (NACCS) exceed 66.3 million annually.
Acknowledging that improvement of the expertise of registered
customs specialists are crucial to make rightful declarations, JCBA
has been conducting training courses such as customs classification
and customs valuation and so on.

Nowadays, the introduction of the liberalization of the import and
export procedure for AEO and the revised Customs Brokerage Law
have been enacted, and the situation surrounding customs brokers
is drastically changed. Moreover, there has been a demand for
further utilization of the AEO system that seeks to balance trade
facilitation and cargo security. Although the situation is diverse,
JCBA is committed to a wide range of initiatives to facilitate
international trade, ensure proper tax filing, ensure the safety of
cargoes, and develop customs brokerage. Under these
circumstances, JCBA strives to further develop the business of
customs brokerage. JCBA also continue efforts to build business
circles whose member can have a dream and lofty ambition for the
future as well as to gain more recognition of customs brokerage.
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Outline of Japan Customs Brokers Association (JCBA)
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Establishment

Since the establishment of the Customs Brokerage Law in 1967,
customs brokers has contributed to the development of international
trade through the facilitation and proper customs clearance
procedures. JCBA was established to represent the interest of
customs brokers in April 1994 from the perspective of expanding
and enhancing the customs brokerage. As a result of public-service
corporation reform, JCBA was switched over to the general
incorporated organization in April 2013.

Objectives

The missions of JCBA are to conduct research and studies to
promptly respond to the rapid development of international trade in
recent years and the various social needs associated with it and to
contribute to the facilitation and optimization of customs clearance
procedures by providing advice and information to those involved in
trade; and thus JCBA aims to contribute to the development of
international trade.

Organization

The board of directors consists of a chairperson, 5 vice-chairpersons,
managing director, a vice managing director, 25 directors and 2
auditors.
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Business Affairs
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Inquiry and Research
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JCBA does survey and research on customs brokerage, customs
clearance procedures, electronic data exchange and so on. And also,
we are working to create an environment where the diversity of each
person working in the customs broker, including female Registered
Customs Specialist, can be utilized.
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Proposals to Government and the Trade-related Bodies
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JCBA makes proposals regarding the role of the customs brokers,
improvement of customs clearance procedures, and other important
issues to government and the trade-related bodies.
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Participation in International Conferences and Cooperation with Overseas Customs Brokers Associations
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JCBA patrticipates in international conferences such as International
Federation of Customs Brokers Associations (IFCBA), collaborating
with customs brokers around the world, and also strengthening
international cooperation by signing MOUs with the Myanmar
Customs Brokers Association in March 2016 and with the
Mongolian Customs Brokers Association in August 2019.
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Capacity Building
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JCBA conducts training programs and seminars for customs
brokers, registered customs specialists, and others. In addition, in
cooperation with the Customs and Tariff Bureau of Ministry of
Finance, and other relevant organizations, JCBA also focus on
capacity building, such as by holding lectures for overseas customs
brokers and others.
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Customs Clearance Information System (CCIS)
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JCBA provides import and export data for traders with charge. CCIS
is used for internal management by understanding customs
clearance results, comprehensive deferred payment of customs
duties and consumption taxes, security management, and purchase
deductions. Japan Customs Clearance System (CCIS) is a
registered trademark of Japan Customs Brokers Association.
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Publication
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JCBA deal in the publications of trade-related laws and textbooks.
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Public Relations
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JCBA does public relations activities on customs brokerage and are
involved in anti-smuggling campaign.
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Main illuminating activities
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Ensuring Security and Facilitation in International Logistics

JCBA cooperates with the government based on a public and
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private partnership in ensuring the security and facilitation of global
supply chain, including promoting a program (AEO system).
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Prevention of Smuggling of Antisocial Goods
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JCBA exchanged a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Customs and Tariff Bureau, the Ministry of Finance in June 1992 to
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prevent the smuggling of so-called anti-social goods-illegal drugs,
firearms and so on. In January 2019, the MOU was expanded to
include additional points of view such as the prevention of terrorism
and we are making efforts to provide information to the customs
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Measures for Health, Safe Foods and Environment
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JCBA asks its members for customs brokerage to verify much
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carefully the cargoes whose importation is regulated by food
sanitation law and foreign trade law to ensure health of the nation as
well as to protect environment from destruction.
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JCBA educates the nation and brings enlightenment to traders as to
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the bad effects of counterfeits and copyright pirates.
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Statistics regarding Customs Release of Exports and imports, Customs Brokers, and Registered Customs Specialists
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Statistics regarding Customs Brokers and Customs Brokers Office
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Statistics regarding Registered Customs Specialists and other employees
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